Dawn   Over   The   Dark  Land
1894- 1896
immediately after the farewell dinner, Gandhi in company with the
influential people of Durban hurried to the house of Dada Abdulla.
The same night Gandhi drew up a petition to be presented to the
Natal Legislative Assembly. Till 1894 Indians had been enjoying the
franchise equally with the Europeans. Under the general Franchise
Law of the Natal Colony any adult male, being a British subject,
was placed on the voters5 list, who possessed immovable property
worth £50 or paid an annual rent of £10. There were in Natal only
250 such voters from the Indian community as against nearly 10,000
European voters. And now an attempt was made to take away on
racial grounds even this franchise.
Gandhi drew up the petition, "forcibly, moderately and well." A
committee was appointed at once with Haji Adam, an influential
Indian merchant, as chairman, and a telegram was sent in his name
to the speaker of the assembly requesting him to postpone further
discussion of the bill. A similar telegram was sent to the Premier of
Natal. The bill had already passed, or was about to pass its second
reading. That the Indians had expressed no opposition to the strin-
gent bill was urged as proof of their unfitness for the franchise. As a
result of the telegram, further reading of the bill was postponed foi*
two days. That petition was the first ever sent by the Indians to a
South African legislature.
Young people who never before had done any public work were
drawn into the work. For the first time a good number of Christian
youths were brought together. The volunteers with knowledge of
English and several others sat up the whole night to make copies of
the petition. Merchant volunteers went out in their own carriages to
obtain signatures. All this had to be done during night. The news-
papers published the petition next day with favourable comments. It
created an impression in the assembly. The bill, however, was passed.

